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May 18, 2018 
 
Dear FSUS Students and Parents/Guardians:        
 
Summer is a great time to relax, have fun, and read a good book. The purpose of Florida State University 
Schools’ Grades 6-12 Summer Reading initiative is to encourage students to become lifelong readers, and 
to help students maintain strong reading skills built during the school year.  This year’s Summer 
Reading is designed around the students’ current grade level for grade appropriate content. 
 
FSUS understands that students have a variety of interests and strengths when it comes to reading; 
therefore, we support student choice of texts and assignments for summer reading. Although most 
students are only required to read one book for summer reading, we hope that the expanded lists will 
encourage students to enjoy the luxury of time that summer will provide, and allow them to experience 
the joy of reading for pleasure as well as for informational purposes. 

• Students in 6-12 (Not students in AP) are required to read one book from their grade 
level list, found on the back of this page.  The list of recommended reading selections 
represents a broad range of genres and topics of current interest to middle school and high 
school students.   

• After reading one book from their grade level list, students will complete one assignment of their 
choice from each of the three columns on the attached Choice Board, for a total of three 
assignments.  Students will receive one homework grade for each assignment.  The three 
assignments are due on September 14, 2018.   

• Assignments will be graded according to the rubric on the back of the Choice Board. 
• Students enrolled in AP Language or AP Literature are required to read both books and do 

the required assignments.  (See attachment for the required assignments.) 
• Students who are in Dual Enrollment are exempt from the Summer Reading 

Assignments, but are STRONGLY encouraged to read a book from any list.   
 

We encourage parents to be actively involved in selecting the book your child will read.  Please take 
some time to review the grade level appropriate recommendations with your child to select a book that 
best meets your student’s interests.  Common Sense Media (commonsensemedia.org) is an excellent 
resource to review your student’s selection. Students may borrow a book from the public library, share 
with a peer, or purchase their own copy. Used books are available at our local Goodwill Bookstores and 
from sites like betterworldbooks.com, amazon.com, ebay.com, and half.com.  
 
Have a safe, enjoyable, and fun summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
Summer Reading Committee 

http://www.fsus.fsu.edu/


 
 
 

8th Grade Summer Reading Choice Board 
Directions: After reading one of the novels from the list, you will choose three assignments on the Choice Board to 

complete; one from each column. You will receive one homework grade for each assignment. 

 
Column 1     Column 2    Column 3 

 
 
 

Storyboard 
Retell the story in your own words. Create a 
storyboard with 5 panels. There will be one 
panel for each of the following parts of the 
novel: exposition, rising action, climax, falling 
action, and resolution. Your panel must be 
detailed and colorful. Under each of the 
panels, you need to write a brief summary of 
the events in that section (25-50 words). 
If you would like to create this digitally, please 
see the link below:  
https://www.storyboardthat.com/  
 

 

Double Entry Journal 
Create a double entry journal highlighting the 
vocabulary and language of the text. (Use 
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/ to help 
you with this.) On the left side of the paper, 
write passages from the text that are 
particularly meaningful. Include the page 
number. The right side of the paper should 
include a reaction, analysis, comment, 
question, etc. related to the part of the text. 
Students should have at least 10 passages 
selected. The right side responses should be at 
least 4-6 sentences long for each text selection. 

 

Soundtrack 
Create a soundtrack for the novel. Choose 
songs from multiple genres of music that fit - 
theme, setting, characters, conflict, tone/mood 
of the novel or a specific part, a specific plot 
event, etc. You will need 8 songs from 
multiple genres (pop, hip-hop, rap, country, 
rock, etc.) For each song, you need the title of 
the song, the artist’s name, and a paragraph 
describing how the song fits the novel, using 
specific text evidence and page number. Each 
paragraph should be at least 5-8 sentences 
long. 

 

Character Diary 
Write a diary entry from your main character’s 
perspective. Be sure to include all major 
events of the story. Remember the character’s 
thoughts and feelings are important in a diary. 
Your entry should be at least 250 words. 
 

 

Word Wizard 
During your reading, develop a list of 20 
words that are new to you, important to know 
for all subject areas, or not a part of your 
everyday language. For each word write the 
sentence it is in, the page number the word is 
found on, a definition of the word, and a 
sentence that uses the word correctly in 
context. The sentence needs to be constructed 
by you and not found on the Internet. 
 

 

Letter to a Character 
Write a letter from the main character’s point 
of view of your novel, describing the 
challenges they faced and the resolution of the 
book. Then think of another novel that has a 
has a similar theme or where the character 
goes through a change just like the main 
character of your book, and write a letter from 
that main character’s point of view. Label the 
letters with the novel’s title, author, and the 
name of the main character, and should be at 
least 150 words each.  

 

Book Review 
Pretend you are a book critic and write a book 
review of the novel you read. You can use this 
website to help you: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/70
4/1/  
Remember do not give away the ending! Your 
review should be at least 250 words. 
 

 

It’s All about the Words 
Find 10 examples of figurative or descriptive 
language from the text you are reading. Write 
the sentence from the text, the page number it 
is on, the type of figurative or descriptive 
language, and an explanation of how this ties 
to the tone, mood, or theme of the text. The 
explanation should be at least 3-4 sentences 
long. 

 

Article/Poem Connection 
Find an article or poem that relates to the story 
you read. It can be the same theme, relate to an 
event in the story line, or connect in another 
way. Write a summary of the poem or article 
you read and then write how the article or 
poem connects to your novel. Include evidence 
from both texts. (250 words total) 
 

 

https://www.storyboardthat.com/
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/704/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/704/1/


Summer Reading Choice Board Rubric 
Directions: After reading one of the novels from the list, you will choose three assignments on the Choice Board to 

complete; one from each column. You will receive one homework grade for each assignment. 

 
Total = 100 

 Exemplary     16 Proficient       12 Developing     8 Undeveloped   4 
Focus/Clarity Student uses skills 

and knowledge to 
create a finished 
product from the 
choice board that 
aligns with the 
directions and 
instructions of the 
assignments.  
 
The products show 
the student clearly 
demonstrated 
knowledge of the 
text. 

Student uses 
knowledge and skills 
to create a finished 
product from the 
board that mainly 
aligns with the 
directions and 
instructions of the 
assignments. 
 
The products show 
the student mostly 
demonstrated 
knowledge of the 
text. 

Student uses 
knowledge and skills 
to work on products 
from the choice 
board. 
 
Parts of the product 
show the student 
demonstrated 
knowledge of the 
text. 

Student does not 
show knowledge or 
skills to create 
finished products 
from the choice 
board. 
 
Most of the 
assignment does not 
demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
text. 
 
 

Challenge/Complexity 
Level 

Student shows a 
rigorous approach to 
the assignments. 
 
Student goes beyond 
or goes deeper into 
choosing challenging 
or complex 
assignments from the 
choice board. 

Student shows 
complex thinking 
skills throughout the 
assignments. 
 
Student chooses 
some challenging 
assignments on the 
choice board. 

Assignment choice 
does not require 
student to show a 
high level of 
complex thinking. 
 
Student sometimes 
challenges 
themselves with 
choice assignments 
on the choice board. 

Student does not 
show complex 
thinking skills. 
 
Assignment choice is 
well below the 
students capably 
skill level. 

Engagement/Effort Student thoroughly 
shows necessary 
skills needed to 
complete the 
assignments. 
 
Work shows 
evidence that the 
student applied the 
maximum amount of 
time and effort into 
the assignments. 

Student thoroughly 
shows most of the 
necessary skills 
needed to complete 
the assignments. 
 
Work shows 
evidence that the 
student applied an 
extensive amount of 
time and effort into 
the assignments. 

Student shows some 
of the necessary 
skills to complete the 
assignments. 
 
Work shows 
evidence that the 
student applied some 
time and effort into 
the assignments. 

Student did not show 
the necessary skills 
needed to complete 
the assignments. 
 
Work shows 
evidence that the 
student applied 
minimal time and 
effort into the 
assignments. 

Conventions of 
English 

There are 0-2 errors. 
(10 Points) 

There are 3-5 errors. 
(8 Points) 

There are 5-10 
errors. 

(6 Points) 

There are more than 
10 errors. 

(4 Points) 
Communication All of the 

information is neat 
and easy to read. 

Most of the 
information is neat 
and easy to read. 

Some of the 
information is neat 
and easy to read. 

Very little of the 
information is neat 
and easy to read.  

Followed Directions Student follows all 
directions and 
assignment is in the 
correct format. 

  Student did not 
follow the directions 
and the format is not 
correct. 



 
 
 

8th Grade Summer Reading Novel Choices 
Directions: After reading one of the novels from the list, you will choose three assignments on the Choice Board to 

complete; one from each column. You will receive one homework grade for each assignment. (Summaries taken from 
www.scholastic.com, www.amazon.com and/or www.goodreads.com.) 

 
Legend  by Marie Lu   
SSYRA 6-8 (Winner), 2013-14 

What was once the western United States is 
now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at war 
with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of 
the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June 
is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's 
highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-
year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But 
his motives may not be as malicious as they seem. From 
very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to 
cross paths - until the day June's brother, Metias, is 
murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught 
in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race 
for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge 
Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two 
uncover the truth of what has really brought them 
together, and the sinister lengths their country will go 
to keep its secrets.  

 
House of the Scorpion  by Nancy Farmer 

Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was 
harvested. His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a 
country called Opium--a strip of poppy fields lying 
between the United States and what was once called 
Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided inside a petri 
dish. Then he was placed in the womb of a cow, where 
he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to 
fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a 
monster--except for El Patrón. El Patrón loves Matt as 
he loves himself, because Matt is himself. 
 
Among the Hidden  by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

In a future where the Population Police enforce 
the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke, an 
illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in 
isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to the 
Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson 
Haddix. 

 
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 
 Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood – 
those with common, Red blood serve the Siler-blooded, 
who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a 
Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until 
a twist of fate throws  
 
 

 
 
her in front of the Silver court. Before the king, princes, 
and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of 
her own. 
 
Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 

He's a boy called Jew. Gypsy. Stopthief. Filthy 
son of Abraham. He's a boy who lives in the streets of 
Warsaw. He's a boy who steals food for himself, and the 
other orphans. He's a boy who believes in bread, and 
mothers, and angels. He's a boy who wants to be a Nazi, 
with tall, shiny jackboots of his own-until the day that 
suddenly makes him change his mind. And when the 
trains come to empty the Jews from the ghetto, he's a 
boy who realizes it's safest of all to be nobody.  
 
Prisoner B – 3087  by Alan Gratz 

As a Jewish boy in 1940s Poland, Yanek is at 
the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything 
he has, and everyone he loves, have been snatched 
brutally from him. And then Yanek himself is taken 
prisoner, his arm tattooed with the words PRISONER B-
3087. He is forced from one nightmarish concentration 
camp to another, as World War II rages all around him. 
He encounters evil he could have never imagined, but 
also sees surprising glimpses of hope amid the horror. 
He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again 
seconds later. Can Yanek make it through the terror 
without losing his hope, his will, and most of all, his 
sense of who he really is inside? 
 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne   
**Movie/Text Connection (2008 movie rated PG-13) 
 When Bruno returns home from school one 
day, he discovers that his belongings are being packed 
in crates. His father has received a promotion and the 
family must move from their home to a new house far 
far away, where there is no one to play with and 
nothing to do. A tall fence running alongside stretches 
as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the 
strange people he can see in the distance. But Bruno 
longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be 
more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. 
While exploring his new environment, he meets 
another boy whose life and circumstances are very 
different to his own, and their meeting results in a 
friendship that has devastating consequences.

http://www.scholastic.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/




 
 
 
 


